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the American Legion’s reputation as both a
veteran's advocacy and community service or-
ganization. Under Wallace’'s leadership, the
post received state and national attention as a
leader in supporting the Boys State Program,
a program which teaches lessons of patriotism
and civics to high school juniors. He also
worked with the American Legion Baseball
program and oratorical contests that offered
scholarships to local participants.

Although Mr. Wallace does not like taking
credit for the success of the group, many vet-
erans and families in the Shoals will tell you
that without him the Legion would not be what
it is today. Wallace simply believes that his
work at the American Legion is just the con-
tinuation of work begun by an earlier genera-
tion, the original Legionnaires who established
the post in 1919 and the World War | veterans
who built their current hall in 1939. As adju-
tant, Wallace helped maintain this building that
has been their home for 64 years.

Mr. Speaker, | also want to pay tribute to
Mr. Wallace's wife of 60 years, Mrs. Ellen
Wallace. As his assistant at the Legion, Mrs.
Wallace filed paperwork and served with the
Ladies Auxiliary during the chicken stews and
other activities. Mr. Wallace credits her with
making him the man he is today.

Despite the irregular hours, low pay, and
lack of prestige, both Mr. and Mrs. Wallace
enjoyed helping many people during their time
of service with the American Legion. They
have dedicated themselves to their commu-
nity, and on behalf of the people of north Ala-
bama | thank them for their service and con-
gratulate them on a job well done.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO AU-
THORIZE CERTAIN MAJOR MED-
ICAL FACILITY PROJECTS FOR
THE DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS

HON. LANE EVANS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 5, 2003

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, today, | am intro-
ducing a bill with my friend, the chairman of
the Veterans Affairs Health Subcommittee,
RoB SIMMONS. This bill will authorize several
desperately needed major medical construc-
tion projects in Chicago, IL; San Diego, CA;
Las Vegas, NV; and West Haven, CT. | urge
all of my colleagues to support this bill to jump
start the stalled major medical construction en-
deavor in the Department of Veterans Affairs.

My bill would honor the commitment the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs made to build a
new bed tower at the West Side division of VA
Chicago. While Secretary Anthony Principi has
decided to move forward with the closure of
inpatient services at the Lakeside division, he
has not asked for an appropriation for the new
construction project at West Side. Instead, the
funding for this project—$98.5 million—is sup-
posed to come from an enhanced use lease
agreement whose value some experts claim
has been greatly overestimated. | am not will-
ing to make such a gamble on veterans’ ac-
cess to a functional medical center in the Chi-
cago area.

The West Side facility is a 50-year old facil-
ity ill-suited to respond to the demands of a
modern health care delivery system, even
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without the additional workload anticipated
from the integration with Lakeside scheduled
for early August. VA Chicago is working to ac-
commodate its inpatients in a facility that has
inadequate intensive care units, inpatient
units, and surgical suites. Once the new facil-
ity is operational, the existing facility will also
have to undergo significant renovations to im-
prove the emergency department, laboratory
and radiological services, and food and nutri-
tional areas.

Because of the importance and the urgency
of this project, my legislation would prohibit VA
Chicago from disposing, in any manner, of the
Lakeside division without first entering into a
contract for the construction of the new bed
tower promised to Chicago area veterans.

The bill would also fund a project to replace
the existing ambulatory care center in Las
Vegas, NV. As my good friend, Shelley Berk-
ley often reminds the Committee, Las Vegas
has the fastest growing populations in the
country and its veteran enrollees are not ex-
pected to peak until 2012. Veterans’' use of
services is expected to remain higher than it
is currently throughout the 20-year timeframe
studied for VA's Capital Assets Realignment
for Enhanced Services project.

Unfortunately, in constructing a new ambu-
latory care clinic there in 1997, VA seems to
have fallen prey to a contractor whose work
was seriously substandard. An independent
assessment by John A. Martin and Associates
yielded an opinion that the clinic was “unsafe
for continued occupancy.” Because of the
contractor's repeated failure to address seri-
ous structural deficiencies in the building, VA
is now forced to abandon it. As an interim
measure, VA is sending its patients to 10 dif-
ferent ambulatory care clinics around the city.
This inefficient delivery system is forcing VA to
add 80 full-time employees with significant
new operational costs. My bill would request
$97.3 million to build a new centralized facility
that would also include space for a new re-
gional office for the Veterans Benefits Admin-
istration.

In FY 2002, VA listed seismic corrections at
the San Diego VA Medical Center as one of
its highest construction priorities. Later, | am
told, cost considerations—not any change in
the assessment of need—yielded a lower pri-
ority for the project. | am still convinced that
there is a great risk to VA patients and staff
at the site and my bill would authorize $48.6
million to address the needs at the facility.

West Haven VA Medical Center is in serious
need of major renovations to its inpatient
wards and research facilities. For many years,
the inpatient ward renovations have been a
high priority for VA construction, but resources
have not allowed the project to move forward.
| am requesting $50 million for this project and
to renovate the research facilities.

Finally, Charlotte, NC, is home to one of the
largest populations in the country without a
significant VA health care system presence.
The project requested in this bill would allow
VA to greatly expand its current workload in a
clinic in the downtown area and enroll vet-
erans who are now unable to receive care. |
have included $3 million for the cost of the
lease.

All of these projects merit our immediate at-

tention and approval by all Members. | urge
your favorable consideration.
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HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 5, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a pro-
found sense of pride that | stand before this
Congress to speak about the actions of Cole
Revis. Cole, a second grader in Grand Junc-
tion, Colorado, has shown more kindness and
maturity in the face of adversity than most
people have three times his age. Cole’s father,
a veteran of the first Gulf War, passed away
this spring from skin cancer. Cole understood
the sacrifices his father made in the service of
our country and he is trying his best to follow
his father's courageous example.

Mark Revis, Cole’s father, was a Staff Ser-
geant in the 143rd Signal Company of the Col-
orado National Guard for six years, having
previously served for 14 years in the Army.
Mark was forced to retire from the National
Guard when he was diagnosed with Multiple
Sclerosis. He was later diagnosed with lung
cancer and then skin cancer. Mark fought
each disease and that same fighting spirit is
evident in his son. He passed away in Feb-
ruary, at the age of 44.

After receiving a death benefit check from
the government, Cole felt strongly that this in-
heritance should go to his father's fellow sol-
diers. While most eight year olds would have
bought candy, Cole wanted to use his money
in a way that would help others. So Cole de-
cided his money would be spent buying care
packages for United States troops serving in
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to speak today
about Cole Revis. His passion, kindness, ma-
turity and heart are an inspiration to us all.
Cole’s optimism and understanding of the role
and duty that his father fulfilled have allowed
him to understand that while his father is
gone, his actions will never be forgotten. |
know that if he were here today, Mark Revis
would be extremely proud of his son. Thank
you, Cole. Your actions are a testament to the
will and unyielding strength that America’'s
youth represents.

———

RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING
ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN AND
SUPPORTED OPERATION ENDUR-
ING FREEDOM IN AFGHANISTAN
AND OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM
IN IRAQ

SPEECH OF

HON. JIM SAXTON

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 4, 2003

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, with yesterday’s
passage of H. Con. Res. 177, we formally rec-
ognized and commended our Armed Forces
for their participation and success in Operation
Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. Our magnificent men and women in uni-
form serve as the greatest ambassadors of
what is good and right in our world. They are
the bearers of the tremendous might, the in-
domitable spirit, and the boundless compas-
sion of our nation and the freedom loving peo-
ple everywhere.
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